A SURVEY OF THE BIRDS OF TWO AREAS OF SCLEROPHYLL BUSHLAND IN SOUTHERN TASMANIA
, which shows the number of visits in which each listed species was seen or heard. Totals of fifty and forty-nine species were observed at Snug Plains and Risdon-Flagstaff respectively. Of interest are those species which appeared exclusively or predominantly in one or other of the survey areas. For example, if we omit species recorded on less than three visits, then the Swamp Quail, Richard's Pipit, Pink Robin, Olive Whistler, White-browed Scrubwren, Scrubtit, Calamanthus, Tasmanian Thornbill and New Holland Honeyeater were recorded only in the Snug Plains area and, by a test for equality of binomial proportions, the Beautiful Firetail and Black Currawong were observed more frequently there than in Risdon-Flagstaff (pc0.01). Conversely, the Peregrine Falcon, Pallid Cuckoo, Laughing Kookaburra, Spotted Quail-thrush, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Noisy Miner, Grey Butcherbird, Australian Magpie and Grey Currawong were recorded only in Risdon-Flagstaff. None of the above observations contradict any notions held about habitats of birds in Tasmania.
The Blue-winged Parrot was seen at Snug Plains during the months November to March and was observed to be nesting in tall eucalypts at the edge of a marshy plain. Because this species was also seen on about one-quarter of the visits to Risdon-Flagstaff, it appears to be more abundant in the forested areas near Hobart than has hitherto been noted. Although the Tasmanian Nativehen and Scarlet Robin have increasingly become associated with man-made artifical habitats such as paddocks and clearings, their occurrence at Snug Plains shows that they still appear in natural habitats. The Brown Thornbill was recorded during each visit to Snug Plains. We have seen this species in similar habitats and elevations in numerous other Tasmanian localities in the past few years and it is clear to us that it has a wide range of habitats, a fact not yet generally acknowledged by many Tasmanian bird observers. The Southern Emuwren is probably more common in Snug Plains than indicated by the two observations recorded in this survey but its secretive nature makes it difficult to detect. Some other species, such as the New Holland Honeyeater and Beautiful Firetail, occur in many habitats and may have been recorded more often at Snug Plains simply because several individuals may have been resident there. Similarly, a pair of Peregrine Falcons was nesting on Gunners Quoin and these same individuals were seen repeatedly during visits. Perhaps the most exciting single sighting was that of an Orange-bellied Parrot, a rare and endangered species, at Snug Plains on 6 November 1977. A solitary individual emitted its characteristic alarm call as it flew from the ground to a nearby shrub. For several minutes we observed its bright emerald-green upper plumage, which contrasted markedly with that of a pair of Blue-winged Parrots that we had watched closely half an hour earlier. 
